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President’s Letter
It seems that the Friends’ year can be divided into two parts: before March 15 and after March 15.  On March 15, the 
library closed and we closed the Book-Go-Round. Sorters can’t sort; category managers can’t pick up their books to stock 
the Cafe Bookstore and Book-Go-Round; and volunteers can’t sell books at Book-Go-Round. The result has been not only 
a dramatic reduction in revenues for the organization, but a loss of fellowship and community.

But we’ve been able to explore the incredible online assortment of library offerings.   We’ve held Zoom sessions of board 
meetings, where we were all very, very happy to see each other. We have also increased the frequency of our Friends 
Sharing Books event and its attendance has grown!

And we’re selling books on eBay. In fact, our eBay sales are higher than they have ever been so come check out our 
selection at https://www.ebay.com/usr/oakstbooks. Still, it doesn’t replace our store, so we are working hard on how to 
reopen the store and restart our Paperback Sales. We have lots of books ready for sale, we just need to figure out how 
to allow our customers to buy our books again. For the most up-to-date information about when and how we will re-
open the store, please check the website, www.bookgoround.com.  

Meanwhile, life goes on and our wonderful Cathy Foscato celebrated her 90th birthday.

Dear volunteers, please know that each of you are very much appreciated and I look forward to really “seeing” you 
again. As the song goes, “I know we’ll meet again some sunny day”. 

Thank you,
Alice Patrick

Library District (Continued on Page 2)

What’s Going on at the Library District?
On March 16 when the shelter-in-place mandate took effect, all library workers began working from home, and 

overnight, the Santa Clara County Library District (SCCLD) shifted from serving patrons at our local library to providing 

services on-line and virtually. SCCLD staff are county employees, and some of the library clerks and warehouse staff have 

been called in to serve as Disaster Service workers and are doing 

important work on behalf of Santa Clara County, too. Cool!

After the shutdown, SCCLD got to work to make sure it 

continued to serve its patrons. It invested in training and 

supporting staff to telework effectively. It expanded the digital 

collection, hosted live on-line programs, and provided reference 

and account service by phone, chat or email. It even increased 

communication to patrons with weekly emails. And the use of the on-line library has increased dramatically! Over 2300 

ecards were issued in April, use of streaming video has doubled, access to the student portal has tripled and eBook 

circulation has gone from 60K to 150K!! WOW, that’s a lot of use.

We were lucky -- SCCLD was ahead of the curve when the pandemic hit. It had just launched a brand-new website in 

January and trained staff to post and blog on-line, it had built the platform to issue eCards and worked with the K-12 

public schools within our Library District to provide all 90,000 students with a student eAccount. All this paid off. It 
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allowed the library to pivot quickly to an entirely on-line existence with staff providing services to patrons virtually. 

Shortly after the library moved to an all-digital world, it redesigned the website to make it super-easy to navigate. The 

library has done an incredible job during a very unpredictable time.     

SCCLD is working on a plan to gradually reopen the library safely and according to county guidelines. They will be 

updating the public through commission meetings and emails. Until all restrictions are lifted and large gatherings are 

allowed, programs will only be offered virtually. All programming is being planned at the district level. There is a list of 

the virtual programs being held this summer in our newsletter. 

Annual FSL Membership Meeting June 24th
The annual General Membership Meeting of the Friends of the Saratoga Libraries will take place on Wednesday, June 
24th at 10AM, location TBD (see below).  All members are encouraged to attend.  The board will present the 2020/2021 
slate of directors and changes to the by-laws for approval, and the president and treasurer will give their annual reports.

The members will vote to approve the proposed slate for the 2020/2021 FSL Board: 

President: David Guidry    Communications: Liz Guy
Vice President: Jennifer Van Dalsen  Membership: Diane Douglass
Treasurer: Michelle Fan    Community Events: Woanyu Yu
Secretary: Susan Carter    Newsletter: Julie Stallman
Assistant Treasurer: Christina Kuo

Non-elected members will include Immediate Past President Alice Patrick, Retail Manager Kristin Gragnola, and Community 
Librarian: Annapurna Dandu.  

Members will also be asked to approve some changes to the FSL By-Laws.  The new proposed By-Laws and a detailed 
chart of the changes can be found at our website fslonline.org.   Most of the changes consist of making the terminology 
consistent and reorganizing them to make them easier to use.  The biggest change to the by-laws is that term limits for 
all directors have been extended to nine years except for the four officers i.e. president, vice-president, treasurer and 
secretary which remain three years in one position, six years total.

We are hoping to be able to hold the meeting 
in the large Community Room at the Library, 
but that depends on whether shelter-in-place 
restrictions have been loosened by late June 
and we can employ safe distancing in the 
room.  As the date approaches the board 
will decide whether we will meet in person 
or hold the meeting virtually on Zoom.  
When the decision is made, an email will go 
out to those members for whom we have 
email addresses letting you know where we 
will meet.  The information will be posted 
prominently on our website too.  In either 
event, the meeting will be informative and we 
hope to see you there.

The FSL Board has enjoyed seeing each other on Zoom



Summer Reading is Coming!

Summer Library Calendar
All library programs will be virtual this summer.  You can find the programs at sccld.org.

WEEKLY PROGRAMMING FOR KIDS
Mondays @ 11am:    Family Storytime,                     
Mondays @ 3pm   Bookclub
Tuesdays @ 11am   Family Storytime,                     
Tuesdays @ 3pm   Art program
Wednesdays @ 11am   Family Storytime,                     
Wednesdays @ 3pm   Summer 2020 Virtual Presenters
Thursdays @ 11am   Spanish/English Storytime,      
Thursdays @ 3pm   STEM program
Fridays @ 11am    Mandarin/English Storytime,  
Fridays @ 11:30    Baby Signing or Baby Storytime      
Fridays @ 3pm    LEGO Club
Saturdays @ 11am   Family Storytime or Kids Concert  

Teen Programs:
June 11th at 5:30 pm: College Day - Summer Planning in a COVID-19 World
June 17th at 7 pm: Teen Open Mic Night with former SCC  Poet Laureate Mighty Mike McGee
June 23rd and July 21st at 2:30 pm: Teen Summer Book Club 
July 14th at 3 pm: Teen Trivia
 
Adult Programs:
June 6th at 2 pm: Hot Summer Reads
June 8th at 7 pm: Zero Waste 101
June 10th at 4 pm: Growing Your Own Tomatoes, Peppers and other Summer Vegetables
June 17th at 4 pm: True Crime: Deep Dive 
June 18th at 7 pm: Online Cooking Class
June 22nd at 6 pm: Online trivia
June 30th 7 pm: Online Cooking Class
July 11th at 3 pm: Shut Up and Sleep! 
July 20th at 7 pm:  Zero Waste Cleaning Workshop
July 29th at 7 pm: Point Lobos State Preserve (SA)
August 22nd at 7 pm: 100th Anniversary of Women's Suffrage (SA)

SCCLD’s Summer Reading Program Dig Deeper: Read, 
Investigate, Discover!,  will encourage readers of all ages to dig 
below the surface and discover everything from the science of 
everyday things, to the envisioning of the future, discovering other 
cultures, peering into nature and the environment, delving into the 
unknown and exploring a treasury of knowledge. Join us for an 
exciting array of online programs for children, teens, and adults. 
Beginning June 1 through July 31, Dig Deeper this summer with SCCLD! It's free and fun for all ages!  Look forward to:

•   Virtual kids, teen, and adult programs, including fun performers, book clubs, and local presenters
•   Earning badges throughout the summer through our online interface
•   Earning a prize for reading 5 books and completing some discovery and investigation activities   

Keep your eyes peeled for more information soon on how to participate!
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When in the Saratoga Library visit our
Library Café Bookstore

with Bargain Books section
Open during library hours

www.fslonline.org
OnlineVisit Us Online  At

14410 Oak Street
@ Saratoga-Los Gatos Rd. (HWY 9)
one block south of Big Basin Way,

Saratoga Village

(408) 867-5552
www.BookGoRound.com www.facebook.com/friendsaratogalibrary

or contact the Editor by email at:  friends.saratoga.news@gmail.com

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE SARATOGA LIBRARY

Sunday - Friday (except Thursday): 12pm-5pm
Thursday: 12pm-7:00pm

Saturday: 10am-5pm

Please check our website 
www.bookgoround.com 

for the latest information 
about the store  

Visit our eBay store at 
www.ebay.com/usr/oakstbooks


